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MPP TRIAL UPDATE 

Jury Awards Defense Verdict in Organophosphate Pesticide Exposure Case 

On June 15, 2016, after a five week trial, a jury in Lafayette, Indiana, returned 

a unanimous defense verdict in the face of a $10M damage request by 

Plaintiffs in the matter of Gresser v. Reliable Exterminators. MPP Partners 

Lane E. Webb, Gary A. Hamblet and Associate Richard L. Hyde litigated the 

case for four years leading up to the trial. Mr. Webb worked diligently on the 

case for 15 years before it went to trial. Due to Mr. Webb’s concurrent 

engagement in a second pesticide exposure trial, the case was tried to verdict 

by Mr. Hamblet. 

In January 2000, defendant Reliable Exterminators was hired by ReMax to inspect a house in West Lafayette for 

termites. After concluding that the home needed to be treated for termites, on February 11, 2000, Reliable 

Exterminators treated the house with Dursban TC—a termiticide containing an organophosphate called chlorpyrifos. On 

December 31, 2000, 9 months after the house was treated with Dursban TC, Dow AgroSciences allowed Dursban TC’s 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) registration for residential applications to lapse.  

In March 2001, plaintiffs Janice and John Gresser purchased the house that had been treated by Reliable Exterminators 

and moved in two months later with their two daughters, 3-year-old Elizabeth and 5-month-old Rebekah. Shortly 

thereafter, the family allegedly began experiencing persistent flu-like symptoms which they later claimed to be the 

result of organophosphate poisoning. The Gressers also alleged that this exposure caused permanent brain damage to 

Elizabeth and Rebekah, who now suffer from severe anxiety, asthma, ADHD, and impaired executive functioning skills.  

In the hotly-contested case, the plaintiffs contended that no application had been necessary and that Reliable 

Exterminators had placed their family’s health at risk by misapplying Dursban TC in order to maximize its profits. The 

plaintiffs argued that Reliable Exterminators disregarded and failed to warn future homeowners of the potential risks 

and harmful health effects associated with exposure to Dursban TC and chlorpyrifos. Plaintiffs’ case focused on the 

daughters’ alleged permanent physical, neurological and neuro-behavioral problems. The defense focused on medical 

causation issues, Janice Gresser’s expert shopping, and the evidence of an investigation performed by the Indiana State 

Chemist, which found no evidence of improper application. 

In the years leading up to trial, the defense offered $750K, which was rejected by plaintiffs. The Plaintiffs demanded 

$6M before trial, which was rejected by the defense. During trial, defendant offered $1.5M, which was rejected. Plaintiff 

lowered its demand to $4M during trial, followed by a final demand of $3.5 million, both of which were rejected.  

During closing statements, plaintiffs requested that the jury award $10M as compensation for their personal injuries, 

emotional harm, and decreased earning capacity. Although it heard 5 weeks of witness testimony, the jury deliberated 

for only 4 hours before returning with a unanimous defense verdict.  
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