
Insurance - Bad

FaIth LItIgatIon

360°

www.mpplaw.com   



case’s strengths and weaknesses and to

develop a comprehensive and cost-effective

case strategy appropriate to the client’s

goals. Common agreed strategies include, for

example: (1) to settle the case early on, (2)

to resolve the case quickly with a dispositive

motion (such as a Motion for Summary

Judgment), or (3) to try the case to jury

verdict (and, if necessary, defend those

verdicts in the courts of appeal).  

Once the strategic vision has been developed

and agreed upon, the next step is to work

with our client to design a tactical litigation

plan specifically tailored to accomplish that

strategic goal, so that our agreed litigation

efforts and costs are well-focused and

purposeful, rather than reactionary.  

Because litigation is a dynamic and ever-

changing environment, we also work hard to

keep our clients closely informed as their

case develops, and to partner with them as

we frequently update the agreed strategic

and tactical plans as needed. That way,

surprises are avoided, and costs and risks are

affirmatively managed. 

aBout our practIce

Insurance Coverage and Bad Faith litigation

has been a core component of Morris Polich &

Purdy LLP’s practice since the firm was

founded in 1969. We have played a leading

role in shaping California and Nevada

insurance law by successfully litigating some

of the State’s most complex and significant

insurance cases in both the trial and appellate

courts. For instance, we have successfully

argued precedent-setting cases establishing

the rights of excess insurers (Signal Ins. Co.

v. Harbor Ins. Co.), defeating insurance

coverage for punitive damages (Ford v. Home

Ins. Co.), enforcing pollution exclusions

(Hydro Systems v. Continental Ins. Co.) and

defining the timing of an “occurrence”

(Hallmark Ins. Co. v. Superior Court) among

several prominent examples.

The firm’s Insurance Coverage & Bad Faith

Litigation Group is composed of top-rated

insurance litigators with literally decades of

trial experience.  We are proud that our team

includes members of the prestigious

American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA),

peer-nominated “Super Lawyers,” and

Martindale-Hubbell AV-Preeminent-rated trial

lawyers.  The group’s attorneys have a proud

tradition of successfully representing and

defending numerous prominent and

longstanding insurance industry clients.

As important as our trial experience is,

however, we are equally committed to work

closely with our clients at the inception of a

case, before costs have mounted and the

parties have become entrenched in their

positions, in order to thoroughly assess the



representative Matters

As a result of our attorneys’ dedication to our

clients, attention to detail, and commitment

to professional success, they have amassed

an impressive and winning track record of

litigating and trying coverage and bad faith

cases. Over the decades, we have litigated

and tried cases involving claims arising from:

• Commercial and business interruption

losses

• Fire, smoke and soot arson

• Fraud

• Theft

• Vandalism

• Earth movement and earthquakes

• Various types of water and / or flood

losses

• Wind damage

• Collapse

• Construction defects

• Environmental damage

• Drug and chemical exposures 

• Employment-related torts

• Intellectual property infringement

• Medical device malfunction

• Tenement house conditions

• Entertainment industry losses (including

feature film production losses)  

We also have extensive experience in

handling B&P Code Section 17200 actions and

extra-contractual suits between insurers

(including excess v. primary claims).  Finally,

the firm also has a long history of handling

major cases for insurers arising out of

wildfires, structure fires, natural gas

explosions, earthquakes, levee failures and

other disasters.

We would be pleased to discuss your

insurance coverage and bad faith litigation

needs with you.

Industry Involvement

Our attorneys’ deep knowledge of the

insurance industry allows us to understand

the needs of, and challenges faced by, our

clients. Our knowledge of the insurance

industry and litigation impacting the industry

is enhanced by our active service in the

following organizations, boards, and

committees:

• American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA)

• Trial Attorneys of America

• Defense Research Institute  (including

service on the Insurance and Construction

Committees, and as frequent Presenters

at DRI Educational Conferences)

• Property Loss Research Bureau  (including

service on the National Conference

Planning Committee, and as frequent

Presenters at PLRB’s National and Regional

Educational Conferences)

• Loss Executives Association (Member)



Industry / professional honors and

awards

Additionally, our attorneys have received

numerous professional and industry

distinctions, honors, and awards including:

• “Super Lawyers”  (several of our attorneys

have been designated as “Super Lawyers”,

a distinction bestowed by peers and

Judges honoring the top 5% of lawyers in

the region)

• “AV-Preeminent” trial lawyers  (several of

our attorneys have received this highest

rating bestowed by the prestigious

Martindale-Hubbell professional peer

review rating service) 

• Top Rated Lawyers in Insurance Law

(Martindale-Hubbell, American Lawyer

Magazine, and the National Law Journal)

• Bay Area's Best Insurance Lawyers

• Southern California Chapter of the

International Association of Special

Investigation Units Defense Attorney of

the Year

• CCAI “Member of the Year” Award

• CCAI Presidential Award

• Honorary Lifetime Membership for five

decades of service to CCAI

• "Distinguished Service – CCAI Outgoing

Board Member" Award

aBout our practIce (contInued)

• California Association of Independent

Insurance  Adjusters  (including former

Legal Advisor)

• Claims and Litigation Management Alliance

• International Association of Special

Investigation Units

• National Fire Protection Association

• International Association of Arson

Investigators  (including service on the

Expert Witness Class program re-write

Committee, on the Attorney Advisory

Committee, and as Subject Matter Experts

on various modules of the CFITrainer.net

educational program)

• California Conference of Arson

Investigators  (including long term service

as Legal Advisors, Board Members,

member of the Training Committee,

Seminar Instructors, and Expert Witness

Class and Courtroom Instructors) 

• Professional Liability Underwriting Society

(including service on the Western Chapter

Steering Committee)

• American Bar Association  (including Co-

Executive Editor, Tort Trial & Insurance

Practice Section Law Journal, active

participation in the Trial Practice,

Litigation, Tort & Insurance Practice

Sections, and the ABA / TIPS Property

Insurance Law Committee, and Chair-Elect

of the ABA / TIPS Admiralty and Maritime

Law Committee)

• Maritime Law Association  (including

service on the Marine Insurance

Committee and Continuing Legal

Education Committee)

• American Bar Foundation (Fellow)



• PLRB Outstanding Presentations Award

(for over a decade of extraordinary

presentations at PLRB National Claims

Conferences)

• Wiley W. Manuel Pro Bono Award

• America's Most Honored Professionals, Top

5%, The American Registry

Industry-related publications 

Finally, our attorneys are continuously

selected to contribute to prestigious legal

treatises and research works including:

• California Property Insurance: Law and

Litigation Treatise (California Continuing

Education of the Bar – multiple Chapters,

including:  Chapter 3 "Insurable Interest,"

Chapter 4 "Insuring Secured Lenders and

Lienholders," Chapter 6 "Special Risk

Property Insurance," Chapter 7 "Business

Interruption and Other Business

Coverages," Chapter 8 "Causation and

Common Exclusions," Chapter 11 "The

Appraisal Process," and Chapter 12

"Calculating Liability: Measure of

Indemnity")

• Scientific Evidence (California Continuing

Education of the Bar)

• Kirk's Fire Investigation, by Dr. John

DeHaan (5th, 6th and 7th Editions)

• Excess and Umbrella Compendium,

Defense Research Institute  (Regional

Editor)

• Insurance Bad Faith: A Compendium of

State Law, Defense Research Institute

(California, Washington, and Montana

Chapters)

• The Reference Handbook on the

Comprehensive General Liability Policy

(ABA Publishing, Assistant Editor)

• Our attorneys contribute numerous

published articles in a variety of

professional and industry publications
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